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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Ø College enrollment and retention 
• The vast majority of program participants (89 percent) enrolled in college in the fall post high 
school graduation: the majority were enrolled in college and not working (74 percent), while 15 
percent were both enrolled in college and working. 
• Only 8 percent of program participants were neither studying nor working in the fall post high 
school graduation. 
• College enrollment within six years of high school graduation was also examined for the 2003-
2011 cohorts and indicates that nearly all participants eventually enrolled in college (98 
percent). 
• Conditional on enrollment, there were relatively high levels of college persistence. Eighty-four 
percent of the students who enrolled in college the fall following high school were still enrolled 
a year later: 71 percent enrolled at the same institution while 14 percent enrolled at another 
institution. 
Ø College completion and credential attainment 
• College completion within six years of high school graduation was examined for the 2003-2011 
cohorts. 
• While long-term enrollment rates were quite high among program participants, the completion 
rates were relatively low: just 43 percent of students completed college within six years of high 
school graduation. 
• The majority of credentials earned were bachelor’s degrees: 61 percent of students who 
completed college within six years of high school graduation earned a B.A., with the remainder 
earning a certificate or diploma (5 percent), an A.A. (17 percent), or a master’s, doctoral, or 
professional degree (4 percent). 
Ø Earnings 
• Average1 annual earnings in the seventh year post high school graduation were examined for 
the 2003-2010 cohort. 
• Participants who enrolled in college within six years and completed college had an average 
annual wage of $34,732 in their seventh year post high school graduation. In contrast, 
participants who enrolled in college within six years and did not complete college had an 
average annual wage of $26,736 in their seventh year post high school graduation. Participants 
who did not enroll in college within six years had a significantly lower average annual wage of 
$17,417 in their seventh year post high school graduation.  
                                                             
1 Averages include participants who are not formally employed. 
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STATUS IN FALL 
Table 1. Status in fall post high school graduation  
Year of HS 
graduation Total 












n % n % n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3         
2004 Cohort 11 6 55% 4 36% 0 0% 1 9% 
2005 Cohort 24 5 21% 3 13% 5 21% 11 46% 
2006 Cohort 21 5 24% 6 29% 4 19% 6 29% 
2007 Cohort 32 2 6% 3 9% 16 50% 11 34% 
2008 Cohort 51 2 4% 2 4% 20 39% 27 53% 
2009 Cohort 81 6 7% 3 4% 32 40% 40 49% 
2010 Cohort 117 9 8% 3 3% 32 27% 73 62% 
2011 Cohort 166 14 8% 7 4% 24 14% 121 73% 
2012 Cohort 264 15 6% 11 4% 51 19% 187 71% 
2013 Cohort 333 20 6% 10 3% 52 16% 251 75% 
2014 Cohort 433 41 9% 4 1% 21 5% 367 85% 
2015 Cohort 503 36 7% 16 3% 70 14% 381 76% 
2016 Cohort 593 38 6% 18 3% 74 12% 463 78% 
Total 2632 199 8% 90 3% 401 15% 1939 74% 
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Figure 1. Status in fall post high school graduation (%) 
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COLLEGE ENROLLMENT IN FALL 
Table 2. College enrollment in fall post high school graduation 
Year of HS 
graduation N 
Not enrolled Enrolled 
n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3     
2004 Cohort 11 10 91% 1 9% 
2005 Cohort 24 8 33% 16 67% 
2006 Cohort 21 11 52% 10 48% 
2007 Cohort 32 5 16% 27 84% 
2008 Cohort 51 4 8% 47 92% 
2009 Cohort 81 9 11% 72 89% 
2010 Cohort 117 12 10% 105 90% 
2011 Cohort 166 21 13% 145 87% 
2012 Cohort 264 26 10% 238 90% 
2013 Cohort 333 30 9% 303 91% 
2014 Cohort 433 45 10% 388 90% 
2015 Cohort 503 52 10% 451 90% 
2016 Cohort 593 56 9% 537 91% 
2017 Cohort 619 64 10% 555 90% 
Total 3251 353 11% 2895 89% 
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Figure 4. College enrollment in fall post high school graduation (%) 
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INTENSITY OF COLLEGE ENROLLMENT 
Table 3. Intensity of college enrollment in fall post high school graduation 
Year of HS 
graduation N 
Not enrolled Full-time Three-quarter time 
Half-time or 
less 
n % n % n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3         
2004 Cohort 11 10 91% 1 9% 0 0% 0 0% 
2005 Cohort 24 8 33% 11 46% 0 0% 5 21% 
2006 Cohort 21 11 52% 9 43% 0 0% 1 5% 
2007 Cohort 32 5 16% 18 56% 0 0% 9 28% 
2008 Cohort 51 5 10% 34 67% 0 0% 12 24% 
2009 Cohort 81 9 11% 56 69% 0 0% 14 17% 
2010 Cohort 117 12 10% 82 70% 0 0% 23 20% 
2011 Cohort 166 21 13% 111 67% 0 0% 32 19% 
2012 Cohort 264 26 10% 191 72% 0 0% 44 17% 
2013 Cohort 333 30 9% 232 70% 0 0% 61 18% 
2014 Cohort 433 46 11% 306 71% 30 7% 41 9% 
2015 Cohort 503 55 11% 352 70% 42 8% 47 9% 
2016 Cohort 593 57 10% 446 75% 46 8% 40 7% 
2017 Cohort 619 64 10% 496 80% 33 5% 25 4% 
Total 3251 359 11% 2345 72% 151 5% 354 11% 
Figure 6. Intensity of college enrollment in fall post high school graduation (%) 
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COLLEGE ENROLLMENT WITHIN SIX YEARS 
Table 4. College enrollment within six years of fall post high school graduation 
Year of HS 
graduation N 
Not enrolled Enrolled 
n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3     
2004 Cohort 11 2 18% 9 82% 
2005 Cohort 24 1 4% 23 96% 
2006 Cohort 21 4 19% 17 81% 
2007 Cohort 32 2 6% 30 94% 
2008 Cohort 51 2 4% 49 96% 
2009 Cohort 81 1 1% 80 99% 
2010 Cohort 117 3 3% 114 97% 
2011 Cohort 166 4 2% 162 98% 
Total 506 19 4% 484 96% 
Figure 7. College enrollment within six years of high school graduation (N) 
 
 
Ray Marshall Center for the Study of Human Resources Page ê9 
Figure 8. College enrollment within six years of high school graduation (%) 
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FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE PERSISTENCE 
Table 5. First year college persistence 
Year of HS 
graduation N 
Not enrolled in 










n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3         
2004 Cohort 11 10 91% 0 0% 0 0% 1 9% 
2005 Cohort 24 8 33% 2 8% 4 17% 10 42% 
2006 Cohort 21 11 52% 2 10% 2 10% 6 29% 
2007 Cohort 32 5 16% 2 6% 3 9% 22 69% 
2008 Cohort 51 4 8% 6 12% 9 18% 32 63% 
2009 Cohort 81 9 11% 10 12% 7 9% 55 68% 
2010 Cohort 117 12 10% 13 11% 14 12% 78 67% 
2011 Cohort 166 21 13% 24 14% 20 12% 101 61% 
2012 Cohort 264 26 10% 39 15% 26 10% 173 66% 
2013 Cohort 333 30 9% 50 15% 49 15% 204 61% 
2014 Cohort 433 45 10% 64 15% 61 14% 263 61% 
2015 Cohort 503 52 10% 69 14% 53 11% 329 65% 
2016 Cohort 593 56 9% 86 15% 75 13% 376 63% 
Total 2632 289 11% 367 14% 323 12% 1650 63% 
Figure 10. First year college persistence 
  
 
Ray Marshall Center for the Study of Human Resources Page ê11 
COLLEGE COMPLETION 
Table 6. College completion within six years of high school graduation 




n % n % 
2003 Cohort 3     
2004 Cohort 11 8 73% 3 27% 
2005 Cohort 24 16 67% 8 33% 
2006 Cohort 21 13 62% 8 38% 
2007 Cohort 32 18 56% 14 44% 
2008 Cohort 51 34 67% 17 33% 
2009 Cohort 81 43 53% 38 47% 
2010 Cohort 117 67 57% 50 43% 
2011 Cohort 166 87 52% 79 48% 
Total 506 286 57% 217 43% 
Figure 11. College completion within six years of high school graduation (N) 
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Figure 12. College completion within six years of high school graduation (%) 
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Table 7. Highest degree completed, for college completers 
Year of HS 
graduation Total 





n % n % n % n % n % 
2003 Cohort 2           
2004 Cohort 3           
2005 Cohort 8 0 0% 2 25% 6 75% 0 0% 0 0% 
2006 Cohort 8 2 25% 0 0% 5 63% 0 0% 1 13% 
2007 Cohort 14 3 21% 2 14% 7 50% 0 0% 2 14% 
2008 Cohort 17 0 0% 2 12% 13 76% 1 6% 1 6% 
2009 Cohort 38 0 0% 5 13% 26 68% 3 8% 4 11% 
2010 Cohort 50 2 4% 11 22% 31 62% 1 2% 5 10% 
2011 Cohort 79 4 5% 15 19% 45 57% 3 4% 12 15% 
Total 219 11 5% 37 17% 133 61% 8 4% 25 11% 
Figure 14. Highest degree completed, for college completers (%) 
 
 
Ray Marshall Center for the Study of Human Resources Page ê14 
PATHWAYS TO COLLEGE COMPLETION 
Figure 15. Pathways to college (pooled outcomes for the 2003-2010 cohorts) 
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EARNINGS 
Including unemployed participants 
Table 8. Average annual earnings in seventh year post high school graduation, by college enrollment 
and completion status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, unemployed participants included) 
 Total Never enrolled in college 
Enrolled in 
College within 




six years and 
completed 
  n n mean n mean n mean 
2003 Cohort 3       
2004 Cohort 11 2 $9,533 6 $35,975 3 $25,130 
2005 Cohort 24 1 $0 15 $24,596 8 $40,372 
2006 Cohort 21 4 $32,305 9 $47,769 8 $45,442 
2007 Cohort 32 2 $23,808 16 $40,413 14 $35,513 
2008 Cohort 51 2 $29,374 32 $27,594 17 $55,545 
2009 Cohort 81 1 $0 42 $22,313 38 $35,911 
2010 Cohort 117 3 $19,621 64 $22,732 50 $24,223 
Total 340 15 $20,901 185 $26,736 140 $34,732 
Figure 16. Average annual earnings in seventh year post high school graduation, by college enrollment 
and completion status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, unemployed participants included) 
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Figure 17. Average annual earnings over time, by college status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, 
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Excluding unemployed participants 
Table 9. Average annual earnings in seventh year post high school graduation, by college enrollment 
and completion status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, unemployed participants excluded) 
2013 Total Never enrolled in college 
Enrolled in 
College within 




six years and 
completed 
  n n mean n mean n mean 
2003 Cohort 3       
2004 Cohort 9 1 $19,066 5 $43,170 3 $25,130 
2005 Cohort 21 0  13 $28,380 8 $40,372 
2006 Cohort 20 4 $32,305 9 $47,769 7 $51,934 
2007 Cohort 28 1 $47,615 16 $40,413 11 $45,199 
2008 Cohort 42 2 $29,374 24 $36,792 16 $59,017 
2009 Cohort 56 0  27 $34,709 29 $47,055 
2010 Cohort 74 1 $58,864 44 $33,064 29 $41,763 
Total 253 9 $34,835 139 $35,584 105 $46,310 
Figure 18. Average annual earnings in seventh year post high school graduation, by college enrollment 
and completion status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, unemployed participants excluded) 
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Figure 19. Average annual earnings over time, by college status (2003-2010 cohorts pooled, 
unemployed participants excluded)  
 
